Brain-stem auditory evoked potentials in adults with Down's syndrome.
Brain-stem auditory evoked potentials (BAEPs) were examined in 37 adult patients with Down's syndrome and in 37 age-matched normal subjects. All absolute and interpeak latencies except for the interpeak latency IV-V were shorter in patients than in normal subjects. The amplitude of wave V and the amplitude ratio V/I were smaller in patients than in normal subjects. Short latencies in patients were considered to be due to the smaller size of the brain-stem or to faster conduction velocity. The prolonged interpeak latency IV-V and the smaller wave V may indicate physiological dysfunctions between the upper pons and the lower midbrain.